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Abstract 
The coasts are our economic engines.  But coastal communities and shorelines are facing escalating risks 
from changes in storm intensity, precipitation, flooding, and sea-level rise that can result in dramatic 
economic losses to impacted communities and the country.  To recover from a storm like Sandy, states 
need coastal and ocean mapping data for a variety of reasons – marine debris identification and removal, 
beach replenishment, engineering and repair decisions, habitat change assessments, nautical chart 
updates, inundation modeling, strengthening for future storms and coastal resilience. The list goes on, 
but the common thread is the need for ocean and coastal mapping data to support decision-making.  I 
will discuss the interagency approach to Sandy recovery mapping and NOAA's Integrated Ocean and 
Coastal Mapping (IOCM) initiative to “Map once, use many times.”  The ultimate goal of IOCM is to 
allow easy access to taxpayer-owned mapping data by the greatest range of users.  
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