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FALL 2023 OVERVIEW

Fall is usually associated with the end of Summer but is also
the beginning of a new school year and with it new ideas and
excitement!

During Fall 2023, the Office of Faculty Diversity and
Retention hosted several key events relating to the
importance of having a diverse faculty population at Old
Dominion University. In this edition of the office’s
newsletter, The Inclusive Voice, news about the Fall
semester’s workshops, virtual cafes, and upcoming events
will be highlighted. 

The Office of Faculty Diversity and Retention hopes you will
have an inspiring and productive Spring semester. 
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“ U n t i l  w e  g e t  e q u a l i t y  i n  e d u c a t i o n ,  w e  w o n ’ t  h a v e  a n
e q u a l  s o c i e t y . ”  –  S o n i a  S o t o m a y o r

On June 27 ,  2023 ,  the  d irector  of  the  Off ice  of  Facul ty  Divers i ty  and
Retent ion ,  Dr .  Shanda Jenkins ,  presented a  workshop ent i t led ,  “By
the  Numbers” .  This  workshop d iscussed the  current  data  on facul ty
divers i ty ,  retent ion ,  and tenure  at  Old  Dominion Univers i ty .  The By
the  Numbers  workshop developed into  another  d iscuss ion ana lyz ing
the  ODU data  in  compar ison to  mutual  peer  inst i tut ions .  On
September  21 ,  2023 ,  the  Faculty  Divers i ty  &  Retent ion Data
workshop rev iewed and d iscussed th is  data .

On October  12 ,  2023 ,          
Dr .  Shanda Jenkins  and
Al ison L ietzenmayer  led  a
workshop and d iscuss ion on
adopt ing  d iverse  recrui tment
strategies  and rev iewing the
new tra in ing  for  search
committees .  



Starting the new year off in a great direction, the
Office of Faculty Diversity and Retention
welcomed new faculty on September 28, 2023.
Conversations centered around resources and
shared experiences. The discussion also focused
on relationship building. 

On October 19, 2023, the office hosted a
continuing discussion about recruitment
strategies and faculty connection. This Connection
Across Campus virtual cafe encouraged its
participants to contribute potential ideas for
offering the best of ODU to others.

The virtual cafes were not only convenient but
also successful in both scope and dialogue.

VIRTUAL CAFES 

“A diverse mix of voices leads to better discussions, decisions,
and outcomes for everyone.” – Sundar Pichai
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In  November  2023,  the  Off ice  of
Faculty  Divers i ty  and Retent ion
presented the  ser ies  of  the  award-
winning  f i lm,  Race :  The  Power  of
an I l lus ion .  

This  ser ies  explored the  dark
rea l i ty  of  race  and h istory .  The
documentary  argues  that  race  has
nothing  to  do  with  b io logy  but
instead c la ims that  race  i s  a  soc ia l
construct .  

The ser ies  inc ludes  “The
di f ference Between Us” ,  “ the  Story
we Tel l ”  and “ the  House  We L ive
in” .

Af ter  v iewing th is  powerfu l  f i lm,
the  Off ice  of  Facul ty  Divers i ty  and
Retent ion led  a  d iscuss ion

Larry  Adelman,  Execut ive  Producer  of
RACE-The Power  of  an I l lus ion

courtesy  of
www.racepowerofani l lus ion .org

“Race  -  The  Power  of  an  I l lus ion  success fu l ly  uses  superb ly  chosen his tor ica l  and
modern v isuals ,  art fu l ly  edi t ing  them to  te l l  th is  intr iguing  s tory .  -  Pennsy lvania

State  Univers i ty

a l lowing facul ty  to  share  the ir
knowledge and exper iences  with
rac ia l  inequal i ty .

The websi te  for  th is
extraordinary  ser ies  i s :
www.racepowerofani l lus ion .org
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On August  17 ,  2023 ,  the  Off ice  of
Academic  Af fa i rs  and Off ice  of
Faculty  Divers i ty  and Retent ion
hosted the  New Faculty
Orientat ion .  New facul ty  heard
informat ion on var iety  of  sub jects
inc luding  benef i ts  and support  for
students  and facul ty .
Addit iona l ly ,  they  heard  from a
panel  o f  facul ty  members  shar ing
informat ion they  wish  they  knew
when they  f i rst  s tarted their
careers  in  academia .

On October  1 1 ,  2023 ,  Provost
Agho he ld  a  Town Hal l  for
facul ty  and dur ing  that  Town
Hal l  shared the  resul ts  of  the
Col laborat ive  on Academic
Careers  in  Higher  Educat ion
(COACHE)  Facul ty  Sat is fact ion   
survey .  

The Off ice  of  Facul ty  Divers i ty  and Retent ion
would  l ike  to  welcome i ts  new graduate
ass istant ,  Quinn Jackson.  Jackson is  a  PhD
student  in  ODU’s  GPIS  program focus ing  on
conf l ict-cooperat ion and secur i ty .

Pr ior  to  attending  ODU,  Jackson
worked for  the  Dept .  o f
Defense .  His  many interests
inc lude h istory ,  po l i t ics ,
cu l ture ,  t rave l ,  pa int ing ,  music
publ ish ing  and f i sh ing .  
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Our of f ice  organized the  Exci te  the  Dream event  which took p lace
January  24  through January  25 ,  2024 .  The Exci te  the  Dream Program
at  ODU is  des igned for  underrepresented scholars  with  dreams of
pursuing  a  career  in  academia .  This  program provides  an  opportunity
to  part ic ipate  in  a  two-day  exper ience des igned to  cu l t ivate  sk i l l s  in
teaching ,  research,  grant  wr i t ing ,  and innovat ive  use  of  technology .  

Scholars  had the  opportunity  to  tour  ODU’s  campus ,  meet  with  the
Provost  and Vice  Pres ident  of  Academic  Af fa i rs ,  present  the ir
research to  current  facul ty ,  department  chairs ,  and deans ,  and
receive  scholar ly  adv ice  f rom our  award-winning  facul ty .

Wishing  you  a l l  the  bes t  in  your  fu ture  endeavors !  

FACULTY MENTORING PROGRAM

Establ ished to  connect  facul ty  with  others
across  the  univers i ty .  

Excite the Dream Event


